APPROVED MINUTES
CACHE COUNTY COUNCIL
August 3, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. - Cache County Chamber at 199 North Main, Logan, Utah.

In accordance with the requirements of Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-203, the County Clerk records in the minutes the names of all persons
who appear and speak at a County Council meeting and the substance “in brief” of their comments. Such statements may include opinion or
purported facts. The County does not verify the accuracy or truth of any statement but includes it as part of the record pursuant to State law.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Gina H. Worthen; Vice Chair Barbara Tidwell; Councilors Karl B. Ward, Paul R. Borup, David L. Erickson,
Nolan Gunnell, Gordon A. Zilles

STAFF PRESENT: County Executive David Zook, County Clerk/Auditor Jess Bradfield, Chief Civil Attorney John Luthy, Executive
Assistant Janeen Allen, Deputy Attorney Dane Murray, Deputy Attorney Jake Gordon, Deputy Clerk Bryson
Behm

OTHER ATTENDANCE:

Council Meeting
1. Opening Remarks and Pledge of Allegiance — Councilor Gordon Zilles

2. Resolution 2021-17 APPROVED ATTACHMENT 1
Discussion: A resolution opposing President Joe Biden’s nomination of Tracy Stone-Manning as National Director of the United
States Bureau of Land Management and urging the U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and full Senate body
nomination. Councilor Erickson was adamant that this resolution be passed based on the background of Stone-Manning being
attached to fringe environmental. Councilor Tidwell agreed with Erickson and mentioned how people close to her in the timber
industry are very concerned about the appointment of Stone-Manning due to her relationship to groups that have conducted
acts of domestic terrorism.
Action: Motion made by Councilor Tidwell to approve Resolution 2021-17; Seconded by Councilor Erickson
Aye: 7 Chair Worthen, Councilor Tidwell, Councilor Ward, Councilor Borup, Councilor Gunnell, Councilor Zilles, Councilor
Erickson
Nay: 0

3. Cache County Attorney Candidate Interviews
Discussion: Order of the interviews were decided by drawing names out of a cup. The order selected was Dane Murray as first
interview, Jake Gordon as second interview, and John Luthy as the final interview. Four standard interview questions were
asked to all candidates, with follow-up questions allowed. The four standard questions were as follows: Question 1: What is the
role of the county attorney and what is your vision and goals for that office? Question 2: How would you achieve balance
between both the civil and criminal duties of the office? Question 3: What are your plans if you are not selected County
Attorney Question 4: What are your thoughts on Utah’s Criminal Justice Reform known as Justice Reinvestment Initiative, or
JRI?

Dane Murray discussed his experience as a prosecutor in the County Attorney’s Office and that he had spent his career working
in the Cache County Attorney’s Office. He mentioned the role of the County Attorney is to be the head prosecutor as well has
advising the county on civil matters. He would aim to balance the roles of the Attorney by always trying to be involved in all the
matters of the office, as well as relying on his deputies to do their job. He would stay with the county if not selected as county
attorney. While Murray understands that additional steps are needed for justice reform, but he does not entirely agree with
JRI. Murray mentioned the sentencing matrix does not meet the due justice for the crimes that are committed. Erickson asked
what changes and fixes will he bring to the office? Murray stated that he would always try to be in the office and make sure
that he is doing his job, as well as hiring an extra civil attorney to help with future civil cases that require county involvement.
Councilor Zilles asked if Murray is willing to focus more on the civil side, Murray responded in the affirmative. Councilor Gunnell
asked what current county issues require focus and how Gordon would propose correcting those issues. Murray responded that
a major county concern is managing growth because it impacts both law enforcement and civil matters. As a County Attorney,
his office would actively study those issues pertaining to growth (water, roads, etc.) to ensure the county is able to meet future
demands.

Jake Gordon discussed his tenure of 12 years in the attorney’s office and the roles he has had in all the criminal courts of Cache
County. Gordon mentioned that he had been a state and county delegate for the Republican party. He emphasized that the role
of the attorney is to prosecute and advise. Gordon would place trust in his staff, ask for their advice, and round table cases to
ensure the best decisions are made. He will continue to work for the county if not chosen. Gordon takes a multifaceted view of
JRI, stating that he believes it is a good pursuit and that rehabilitation should be the ultimate goal, but found that some
programs, such as addiction therapy, were underutilized by those who may need them most. Gordon said that he would make
it a point to always be available at the office as much as possible. Councilor Gunnell asked what current county issues require
focus and how Gordon would propose to correcting those issues. Gordon would like to create a consolidated county justice
court for efficiency and increase transparency by sharing the accomplishments and duties of the Attorney’s Office with
residents.




John Luthy discussed his career working with the state attorney general’s office, teaching law, clerking for judges and being a
lawyer in the private sector. John presented four areas where he would like the county to be more proactive regarding civil
matters. 1) Updating county code; 2) Road issues; 3) Drafting contracts; 4) Training. John would help balance the duties of the
office by adding an extra civil attorney. Placing trust in the knowledge of the current prosecutors would allow the Attorney to
place focus on the examination of the four issues previously stated. If not appointed, Luthy would stay in his current role as
Chief Civil Deputy. Luthy believes the criminal justice system, through JRI, has begun to focus on mental health more than it
may have been designed and/or intended, and would like to see additional mental health programs available so that less of a
burden to address mental health issues are placed upon law enforcement. Luthy does not agree with JRI in cases where
individuals who drive under the influence and injure others are able to immediately be released on bail. Councilor Gunnell
asked what current county issues require focus and how Gordon would propose to correcting those issues. Luthy discussed
progresses being made in the Recorder’s office, expressed a desire to help mediate better communication between
departments, and would like to address current road issues. Councilor Zilles asked if there are enough civil attorneys. Luthy
would like additional civil attorneys because Cache County has fewer civil attorneys than any other county, in proportion to
size.

Interviews concluded with a recognition and introduction of the candidate’s families.

4. Adjourn Approximately 6:15
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